indiviaues

LAt )
ILlll'vlll

-“‘ ’l

an
Ethics of Socrates {
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have mentioned earlier that for Sophists knowledge is Perceptioy,
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Virtue is knowledge through concepts. So nobody does wrong knowingly,

Therefore, vice is ignorance.

As virtue is knowledge, so virtue can be taught.
Virtue is one.

Now let us explain these principles.

1. Virtueis knowledge through concepts

For Socrates virtue is the main concern of human life and the greatest good. So
virtue must be unj

versally consistent so that it would be same for all. This
equally binding on aJ)
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on seeK the good, bu me‘;{ lder a5 1o what the good is According to Socrates no man
tentioﬂa“y doesthor.lg " © Ogs.wr(?ng’ because he does not know the truth of the
cept ight .SO e IZ 1gnorant. ©INg ignorant, he thinks that what he is doing is good.
Oy man intentionally does wrong, he is better thap a

. man doing so unintentionally. Because
1al condition of goodness, but the latter lacks that
L wledge- Now Socrates grants that health, wealth and good-looks are all good, but in
K ence of proper knowleflge they all can be misysed. Courage and temperance are all
Jod and would lead to happiness

S When they are guided by wisdom. They would be evil
%Vhen they are controlled by foolishness. The right knowledge is the mind of the wise man

and the Wrong user is ﬂ.le mind of the foolish. In the Euthydemus it is pointed out that
anless it is guided by wisdom it would be bad,

Both Socrates and Sophists agreed that morality is guided by knowledge. But
difference lies in tht.t kind of knowledge and the kind of goodness. For the Sophists
inowledge is perception; but .for Socrates knowledge is through concepts. For the Sophists
goodness is a matter of habit. But obviously habit can not be always reliable. In such
circumstances customary goodness becomes variable, inconsistent and relative. Similarly
true opinion may lead to the good accidentally, but not always. Thus a man with knowledge
will always be successful, but the man with right opinion may succeed only for sometimes.
Further, for the Sophist goodness is a kind of art or skill for managing the affairs of the
state and the family. But if goodness is an art, then it becomes relative. We have also
mentioned earlier that concepts are given by reason, but is not given by the perception of
the particulars. Concepts are always in the minds of everyone, but they have to be enkindled
by skilful questioning. So virtue is knowledge through concepts.

2. Virtue can be taught

Virtue is concerned with will. “Will’ becomes virtuous by habit and practice.
Accordingly we believe that it is not by reason but by repeated performance of good
deeds that we develop virtue. But Socrates held quite an opposite view. According to
him virtue was knowledge and since knowledge was a system and science, virtue could
be taught. If virtue is knowledge then ‘certainly’, it can be taught. But ‘certainly it can
be taught’ by one who knows what is virtue or the good. Now the question arises :
Where is teacher of the concept of the good ? Socrates does not accept Sophists to be
the real teachers of the good. Because they believe in customary morality based on
opinion which is based on feeling and tempting desires. So if Sophists were not good
teachers, can Socrates claim to be a teacher ? Certainly not; because Socrates said that
“AllT know is that I do not know,” i.e., he says that he knows that he does not know. By

Is assumed ignorance, Socrates has guided us towards the direction in which the seeker
€an have the kind of knowledge of the concept of good. The real concept is always a
Matter of recollection of the idea of good. In this way one can get a glimpse of the good.
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3. Virtue is one

: . Wisdom, Courage
k theory held that there are five vlrtuctlsws<: particular virtyeg
perance. But Socrates believed that = ledge itself is the sole
ce, that is knowledge. Therefore, know!1e
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Socrates says that virtue or goodness is one. For example, cowness 1 on;: t;?r:er::r;)rlec;ws
badly imitate it. Similarly, wisdom, temperance, courage. justice and 1o A
kinds of virtue; but there is one single reality which underlies them 3
speaks of one form of excellence only. Now the question arises : ho - ole h
Socrates points out that all kinds of bodily excellence follow from 0nc i p
body. Similarly, all kinds of virtue follow from the health of the soul. What is
the soul’ ? The ‘health of the soul’ follows from the order and arrangement Petween Le
different functions of the soul. Socrates speaks of reasoning, temper and Cesites, as thr.ee
parts of the soul. The function of reasoning is wisdom, of temper is courage and of desire
is soberness or temperance.

Now the health of the soul follows the discipline among these part.s. WlS_dOm
commands, while temper assists in the execution of these commands and de051.rej- finishes
the material basis of action. A successful functioning of the harmoniou.s aCtl.VltICS deer
the regulation of reason yields happiness. Hence, Socrates means th.at virtue is one in the
sense that the self of a good man is an organic unity of all its functions.
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Criticism .

1. If evil were never done deliberately or voluntarily, then evil would be' an
involuntary act and consequently no one could properly be held responsible
for the evil that is done.

2. Since on Socrates’ view, the good is that which furthers a person’s real interests,
it will follow that if the good is known, people will seek it. But many times
people do not.

3. If moral laws were objective and independent of feelings and if knowledge

. were to be identified with virtue, then it would seem to follow that moral
problems are always capable of rational resolution. But often they are not.
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