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EXPLORING THE RICH TAPESTRY OF
DIASPORIC LITERATURE

AND WRITING

Diasporic literature and writing
represent a vibrant and diverse
tapestry of voices that reflect

the experiences, struggles, and
triumphs of diasporic communities

displaced out from their homelands.

Spanning continents, cultures,
and centuries, diasporic literature
offers readers a window into

the complexities of migration,
identity, and cultural hybridity.
From novels and poetry to
memoirs and essays, diasporic

At its core, diasporic literature
explores the theme of
displacement - both physical
and psychological. Whether
forced from their homelands
by war, persecution, or
economic hardship, or drawn
to new lands in search of
opportunity, diasporic
communities grapple with
questions of belonging,
identity, and cultural memory.

Writers from diverse backgrounds
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One of the defining features of diasporic
literature is its celebration of cultural

hybridity. Diasporic writers often navigate

between multiple cultural identities,
blending elements of their heritage with

the influences of their adopted homelands.
Language is another key element of diasporic

literature, serving as both a barrier and a
bridge between cultures. Many diasporic

writers grapple with questions of language
and translation, often incorporating multiple
languages into their work or experimenting

with linguistic forms and styles. Memory
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Dlaspnric literature serves as a
powerful medium for exploring
the complexities of migration,
identity, and belonging. Through
diverse voices and narratives,

this genre enriches our understanding

of the human experience across
borders. As the world continues
to witness unprecedented levels
of migration, the significance

of diasporic literature in fostering
empathy, understanding, and
solidarity cannot be overstated.

use literature as a means of
processing their own experiences
of displacement and articulating
the collective narratives of

their communities.

and trauma are also recurring themes in
diasporic literature. Many diasporic
communities carry with them the legacies
of past traumas - whether from war,
conflict, or colonialism - that continue to
shape their identities and experiences.

DIASPORIC
WRITING

AND
~NEW

LITERATURE

— [Tauﬁ'k Imroz F am’d]

In a world marked by divisions,
diasporic writing reminds us of
our shared humanity and the
universal desire for connection
and belonging.

writing encompasses a wide
range of genres and styles, each
offering unique insights into
the human experience.

Diasporic writing ita contains very vast
Concept. Diasporic writing refers to those
writings literary works written by the
authors, that lived far away from their
native country. The writers migrated to
different country and settled there but still
wrote their works were associated with
native culture and background.

On the other hand, New Literature is Concerned
with the postcolonial literature. The need of new
Literature in English originated from the bigotry
which the people of the Colonized countries had
experienced by various European tyrant colonizers.
The new literature tells about the marginal
Sections. New Literature includes larger contexts
and varieties of literature than the post colonial
literature

Characteristics :

Themes :

The Diasporic authors engage in
cultural trommission that is
equitably exchanged in the
manner of translating a map of
reality for multiple readership.
Besides, they are equipped with
bundles of memories and
articulate an amalgam of global
and national strands that
embody real and imagined
experience.

On the other hand New
Literature, talks abord has a
major feature of the dialectic of
place and displacement. New
Literature contains the themes
of love, family, class and
society, justice, corruption, ete.
New Literature in English is
considered as critical reflection
of colonial experience.

Diasporic writing are
characterized with -

* An idealized and
collective memory
about the ancestral
home

* Nostalgic feelings

» Th quest for identity
 Marital relationship

However, New Literature is
charaterized with -

* Individuality

* Experiments

* Symbolism

* Formalism

New Literatise is also
characterized by climax,
dialogue, flashback, conflict
etc.

Who am I but someone others define? It's easier to be a stereotype. It hurts when
you are yourself.

~ She Is a Haunting
Tags: diaspora, identity, stereotypes




“At Home, Away Drawing from “Anita
from Home" and Me" as a point of

represents the reference we can observe ; dislocatior
AWA & F RO Compfex experfenfe the Comp.’em.ﬁes Df a thn\L In‘[ f-&E]l' \\"nil'.m;_lthu

Ofdiﬂs org memom hamefand, 0 .mu tiple cultura ! mnilu

P e and the diaspora Diaspora literature often eri >s power

communities, : ,p structures and systems Si0

where individuals comm_umt_y SSf.f'!'Jgg le contribute to the i S18

maintain a strong {0 Maintain their roots 3 e s 8

connection to their ~ @Midst societal pressures Authors may ex: such as
l_ . . . cultural heritage are vividly depicted. ) obia, ¢

: e Through the lens of the : T

ET?HZS?nZta Engt?{@ ;}hf:; ﬂﬂ'wgﬂ'tmg profagonfsr'sjoun{ey that hinder inc ividuals’ abi ity to fu y

eneyim?';gge;;:t and her interactions embrace their cultural identities.

Di ... _with the Indian community
iaspora communities jp, o Western setting.

often establish Meera Syal's poignant
cultural enclaves — storytefjing iljuminates
within theirnew — now memories of their
o Bt STRUGGLES
they can preserve  peacon of cultural
and celebrate their  dentity for diaspora [ 5 Sl
traditions, language  individuals, yet also |_J ugasmi ta Kalita 2
and customs. underscore the challenges
W? eth ‘i,r thr ?”-?’“' ”f."gfz" cil ’"ﬁ' tradition - cystomarily, when we hear about the designation of
- Cultural festivals ;‘;:‘. 4 i ;,"“ ?fr women in the discipline of diaspora, certain
religious gq:h O eavia toaether | COnventional images springs to ones mind. People’s
g’; g:g";,fg; J; - 2 i of% — Igia, | Comprehension of women can vary widely
Sl c;;ive / displacement, and the | depending on cultural, social and individual

y / perspectives. Perceptions of women in alien lands

i jons enduring bonds o : :
fgfé:?ﬁi;ggﬁ;fmm commw%ry, ';qnjt{; and| are complex and multifaceted. Some may view them

el : Me” offers a nuanced | 0S pioneers, navigating new environments while
? ﬁ; ’:{g{;’gf ggf;;r e xp;o,fﬁﬁm of the preserving their cultural heritage, while others may

| 2 f the host society human experience perceive them through stereotypes or

and their original
culture.

within the context of | misunderstandings. These stereotypes or
cultural diaspora. misunderstandings often involves the perception of
people about women living in an alien land that
.
|

The concept of “home” is

multifaceted, st e g 017 ol of iy Bt
encompassing both the o ey daoly o ot s,
phys;ca[ p lace of origin are oppressed by both their own
and the adopted country i it eoontnent, wogofis
where they reside. el Pl

Despite being away from
their homeland, diaspora

roles. They encounter exoticization,
seen as representﬁ? an “otherness”
that is romanticized or objectified b

the dominant culture. Also, limits the
members Oﬂ en C!'EH[ES: opportunities for personal and
spaces that reflect their prfesionalowth. picaly e
- 2 ‘emale characters are subjugate
cultural ldEﬂtIt_K, also often face ego;idsn;, e
i victimization and the role of nostalgia
allowi ng them tO f eela is much prevalent. Concerning one of
sense Of belon Ing even ~ thecelebrated novel Iz:?jhumpa Lahiri
. an | . "The Namesake", we became
in foreign lana. "L acquainted with the obscured
struggles of the female characters, In conclusion, the cryptic struggles faced by
4 _ specifically Ashima Ganguly,she faces cultural  women in diaspora range {iom intersecting
rich and nuanced lens through which to adjustment, language barrier, identity crisis,  identities to transnational care work and
f*‘l' ""_{"[‘ 1"1_“}1' e belonging, and AN of community, feeling of nostalgiaand  cultural srf;';ma surrounding mental health,
cultural exchar cin :;spm Tomey the unique challenges of raising her children  highlight the need for greater awareness,

in a foreign country while trying to instillin  support, and inclusion within diaspora
them a sense of their Indian heritage as well  communities and host societies. By

the notion of assimilation as a

ositive or neg: phcnnmcnun.

5 riters explore the ways in which as the grief and loss of loved ones. These recognizing also addressing these
assimilation can be empowering or experiences add to her emotional burden as  challenges, we can work towards creating
disempowering, libe rating or oppressive, an {r'?_?mfgmﬂf' fVBﬂfUﬂ”y with Sffeﬂgm or more equ.ifﬂble and empowering
depending on the context and individual resilience, she navigates the complexities of  environments where women in diaspora can
experiences involved. her immigrant identity and builds a life for thrive as well as contribute their diverse
herself and her family in a new country. talents and perspectives to society.




the namesake

JAlmpa

ahiri

Lahiri has been interested in writing
for much of her life. The Namesake was
just one of several stories that were
inspired in part by her own experiences
and the experiences of her parents. It
was Lahiri’s publication of short stories,
Interpreter of Maladies that won the
Pulitzer Prize in literature in 2000.

The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tanis a
beautifully written book of
fiction; a family saga about
mothers and daughters. It won
both the National Book Award
and the L.A. Times Book Award

in 1989
I

The
Inheritance of
Loss is the
second novel
by Indian
author Kiran
Desai, It was
first published
in 2006.

immigrant.

The novel tells us the story of Biju, who
Jjumps from one job to another in the USA
struggling to survive as an illegal

- a8 Book Award.

The Booker
Prize in 2006

, the National
Book Critics
Circle Fiction
Award in

2007 and the
2006 Vodafone
Crossword
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MIDNIGHT’S
CHILDBEN

Midnight’s Children, a 1981 novel by
Indian-British writer Salman Rushdie is
a postcolonial, postmodern and magical
realist story told by its chief
protagonist, Saleem Sinai, set in the
context of historical events. It won the
Booker Prize and James Tait Black
Memorial Prize in 1981.
———
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A FINE
BALANCE
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The novelA Fine Balance (1995) by Rohinton
Mistry concerns four people from Bombay
who struggle with family and work against
the backdrop of the political unrest in India
during the mid-1970s. The book won Canada’s
Giller Prize, the Commonwealth Writers
Award, and the Los Angeles Times Book
Award.
|

authors.

The Routledge
Handbook of the

New African Diasporic
Literature by Tanure
Ojaide introduces
world literature
readers to the
transnational,
multivocal writings
of immigrant African

Diaspevic heok’s 2023-2024
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“Growing Up in the
Gutter” written by
Richardo Quintana
offers new understandings

graphic coming-of-age
narratives by looking
ot the genre's growth
in stories by and for
young BIPOC, LGBTQ+,
and diasporic readers.

“The Diaspora
W Sonnets” written

{ by oliver de lo Paz
] ] powerfully captures
the peculiar pangs
of a diaspora “that
has left and is
forever leaving.”
It has won the
National Book
Awards 2023 for
Poetry.

Qliver de la Paz
The Diaspora Sornety
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The Department of English organized
“Department Alumni Meet” on 25
June,2024. The purpose behind the
meet was to interact with the ex-
students of the department to apprise
them with the recent activities of the
department to seek suggestions from
them to uplift the performance of the

department in particular and the
college in general.

A seminar was organised on 7th

September 2023, where the

students were asked to prepare
a presentation related to the

course of study for better

understanding of the concept
and to build confidence within

the themselves.

: |
The Department of English

presented a captivating wall
magazine centered around the

theme of Gothic Fiction.

& One Day Workshopon @&
SOFT SKILLS AND ITS IMPORTANCE FOR STUDENTS
/‘-""h.

Resource Person:

DR. NABAMITA DAS

Assistant Professor, Dept of English
Assam Don Bosco University
Ehgeviiod ;.f;.-
Dept. of English
B.H. COLLEGE, HOWLY
Venue : Seminar Hall, B.H. College, Howly
Date : 9" September, 2023 | Time:11:00 AM

——

Dr. Nabamita Das , Asst. Professor in
Dept. Of English , ADBU was invited
as a Resource person on “Soft Skill”
to enlighten the students in
communicative skills, leadership
qualities, work ethics, time
management and thus enable to face
interviews in the future.

A lecture on “ICT/Computing Skills
for the Benifit of students” was
organized by the Department of
English on 8 November, 2023. Dr.
Diganta Das, Asst. Professor,
Department of Computer Science,
B.H college was invited as the
Resource person. The purpose of
the programme was to enable the
students to assimilate the concepts
quickly, enhance learning through
digital tools

The students of the Department of
English enthusiastically took part in the
Cultural Rally, celebrating the rich
heritage through the theme of The
Rasas in Indian Aesthetics.

Dr. Rabindra Bhattacharya,
former HOD of the English
Department was invited to
the Farewell party of the
batch 2021-23. His presence
created a positive aura and
enlightened the students
for their bright future.

-

The students of the
Department of English
organized Freshmen Social
event that was thoroughly
enjoyable.

A lecture was organised by the Department
of English in collaboration with the
Add-On Course in Spoken English at
B.H. College. The topic of the lecture
was "How to Face Interviews"”. The

h ep for the
event was Mayurakshi Dutta, ACS
(Election Officer, Barpeta). She inspired
the d with her i ]
speech and also interacted with them.
Apart from the resource persons, Dr.
B.C. Pathak, Principal, B.H. College, was
also present at the event. Although
the event was organised by the English
department and the focused audience
were the students of the department,
students from other departments were
also present.
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Trends in

Bidisha Dowarah has
published her book
“Trends in Magic
Realism”.

“. Priya Roy, quest lecturer
- got into PhD in Central
University of Haryana in

the year 2023.
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tudent’s
chievements

“Urmismita Eng

ST

- was District Winner and State
_,M adhusmita Chf)lldhu ny Finalist in the Bihu Dance category
at the prestigious Sanskritik
recently cleared UGC-NET in 2024. She Mahasangram event organized by
is currently pursuing her PhD in Cotton the Government of Assam.
University. She did her BA in English
Honours from B.H College and MA in
English from Gauhati University

=] ")CPH 70 ;jeph 2 thn-. Bd showcased her talent by securing third

position in the chorus competition at the

|
- ) . Zonal level, followed by an impressive
L recently cleared UGC-NET in 2024. second place in the same category at the
: He is currently doing his MA in Inter-College Youth Festival.

Delhi University after completing
his BA in English Honours from
B.H College in 2022.

Dodere CRamchiary

A e . b Sharmistha Jzasak
Kail " Karim - - ’»
outshined the poem writing mmperman J

was awarded Gunindra Nath Choudhury hosted by the Bengali department, . ‘
Memorial Merit Award for the session securing the first and second position
2022-23 for securing highest respectively
marks/CGPA in English honours in

BA Final Exam.

(T ' q
94'1"" ur Ray The students from the

Department of English
was elected as the triumphed as the winners of
Cultural Secrerary the Cultural Rﬂ”y during the
of BHSU during the college week.
academic year 2022-23.




The lights are fading away,
The chaos is slowly subsiding,
A breeze carried me deep into the
clouds,
And I saw it
oThe twilight of mine.

The Hlorror of Darlarness

The two spirits sitting

under a very huge banyan tree

In the cold and windy winter.

The dry leaves blew away with the
horror and frightening sound in

the darkness of horror night

The hauling sound of fox

and late night dog-barking

makes the moment more terrifying
and frightening with danger.

The darkness with uncommon feelings
makes the life more complicated

and horrible without any adjustments.
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