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Neo Banjit 
Sarma, 

Asssntant 

Introduction: 
Assam 
was 

Pragjyofishpur 

Rarmayana 

mention 
it. 
East 

astrology 
means 

"east 

diamond 

Kamarupa 
was 

name 

Kamarupa 
occurs 
in 

Samudra 
Gupta 
's 

fourth-century. 

Allahatrad 

Ancient 

migrants 
and 

natives 

practised 

Shaiviam 

Banabhatta 

describes 

seventh-century 
Shiva 

devotee 

Bhaskarvarrm
an. 

The 

Hiuen 

Tsang 

visited 

India 
with 

ss'apuramaK 

seventh-century 

Bhaskarvarman. 

Kamolup'o.9th-century 
Assam 
or 

Kamarup 

Shiva. 

Tantric 
and 

Puranic 
rites 

honour 

them, 

respectively. 

The 

Mahabharata's 

Narkasur 

ruled 

here. 
He 

captured 

Swargaloka 

(Hezen 

King. monarch 

Bhagdutt. 

Narakasur 

erected 

Neelachal 

Hills 

Kamakhya 
Devi 

tempje Bhagwata 

Purana 

discusses 
the 
site 

(sacred 

book 
of 

Hindus, 

dedicated 
to 

Lord 
W

orship. 
Shiva 

carried 

Sati's 

corpse 
in 
rage 
and 

grief. 

Lord 

Vishnu 

used 
his 

Sudarshar 

Chakra 
(a 

celestial 

discus) 
to 

shred 

Sati's 

body 
and 

scatter 
it to

 

calm
 

Shiva 
znd save 

the 

cosm
os. 

K
am

akhya 

becam
e 

a sanctuary 
for 
her 

genitals 

(Y
oni). 

M
ahabharata. 

Hidimba Tantric 

cults 

have 

Vishnu 

temple 

ruins. 

Assam 

shakti 
cult 

thrived. 
W

itchcraf: 

and 

Tantra 

characterised 
it. Assam's 

Black 

M
agic 

capital 
is Mayong. 

Ain-e-Akbar: 

and 

Fathiya-i-lbriyah 

explore 

mediaeval 

Assam 

magic. 

Mirza 

M
uhammad 

Qazim's 

Alamgir-namah 

indicates 
that 

visitors 
to 

K
am

arupa 
lost 

their 

way 
and 

couldn 
? return. 

Shaktism
 

becam
e 

popular 

because 
it was 

gender-

and 

caste-free. 

Tantrc 

rituals 

included 

m
adira 

(w
ine), 

m
angsa 

(m
eat), 

m
atsya 

(fish), 

mudra 

(parched 

grain), 

and 

m
aithuna 

(m
ilk) 

(sexual 

union) 

A
ssam

's 

history 

began 

with 
the Kamarupa 

Kingdom's 

fourth-century 

Pushya 

Varman 

dynasty. 

Assam 
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Vaishnavisim 
and 

A
ssam

ese 
L

iterare 

prrfesun M
aratkardz 

4nd 

Tantra 

includes 

several 

Shiva 

sanctuaries. 

Shiva 

te
n

s
 

Shiva 
was 

tribal 
and 

regal feature 

Bhairava-shaped 
Shakt 

Bhog 
ard 
Y

n 

temples. 

These 

temples 

revered 

Kalika 
wrote The 

Purana 

Kalika 

states 

Shiva 

introduced 
be 

guarded 

Kamakhya 
till 

Naraka 

the 

and 

sixteen 

thousand 

rand 

m
arried 

sixteen 

ladies. 

Krishna 
slew 

Narkasur: 

the 

M
ahabharata, 

Pragiyotishpu° 

Arjun 

killed 

In 
wom

en. 

thousand 
D

w
arka 

Vishnu). 

marries 

Bhim
a. 

Their 
son 

G
hatotkach 

becomes 
z 

powerful 

fighter 
for 
the 

Pandavas 
in Kurukshetra. 

practised 

Shaivism
 

and 

Shaktism
. 

Assam 

may 

have 
had 

Hinduism
 

and 

tribalism
. 

Srim
anta 

Sankardeva 

led 

the 

V
aishnavism

n 

through 

com
m

unity 

m
obilisation: 

Srimanta 

Sankardeva's 

sect 

includes 

three 

pillars. 

Satsang4, 

no) 



alone. 

l Purana 
and 

Bhagawat 

(ieeta, 
and 

Nama. 

reading 

Bhagawata 

Hindus, 

indigenoUs, 
and 

M
uslim

s 

follow
ed 

Sankardev. 
Chanted 

lashuaiSm. 
Majuli, 

Barpeta, 

Nagaon 
are 

Assam' 
's 

V
aishnavism

 
centres. 

Vaishnavism. 
encourage 

marriage. 

Neo 
Vaishnavism 

and still 

dominates 

Assam's 

progressive, 

pleasant, 

iest appeasement. Sankardeva 
was 

gifted 
from 

infancy. 
His 

wife's 

death 
made 
him 

reflective and 

more 

religious. 

Ironically, 

he God 

when 

suffers 

personally. 

(God 
freed 
me from 

"Maya" 

(illusion) 
when 
my 
wife 

died. 

Author translated) 
Bail 
meli 
mukt 

zali/deve 
maya 

sodvili 

(Marathi) 

When 

earthly 

possessions 
and 

worldly 

people 
are 

gone, 
we 
turn 
to 
God. 

After 
his 
first 
wife 
died, 

Sankardeva 

travelled 

extensively. 
Katha 
Guru 
Carita 

savs 
he 

visited 

national 

pilgrimage 
places. 
The 

countrywide 

"Bhakti" 

movement hampered 
his 

vacation. 
He 

taught 

Vishnu 

devotion 
and 

established 

"Satras" 
after 

returning 

(prayer 
sites). 

Madhavadeva 
spread 

Viashnavism 
in 

Assam. Viashnavism 

dominated 

mediaeval 

"Bhakti". 

Sankardeva's 

Viashnavism upended 

Assam's 
social, 

cultural, 
and 

political 
life. 

There 
was 

Vishnu 

worship previously. 
Neo-Viashnavism. 

The 

"Satra," 
or 

temple 
of 

worship, 
is 

central 
to 

Neo-Viashnavism. 
The 

Sanskrit 
word 
sattra 

refers 
to 
an 

extended 
ritual 

sacrifice 
that 

might 
last 

anywhere from 
a few 

days 
to 
an 

entire 
year. The 

"Satra" 

complex 
is the 

nerve 

centre 
of 

neo-religious 

Viashnavism. Tayer 
books 
are 

available 
in the 

main 

prayer 
room. 

Temple 
of 

Worship 

(Kirtan 

Practices 
of Neo-Viashnavism 

no 

central 
deity 
in 

Kirtan 
Ghar. 

Only 

religious 
works, 
such 
as 
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ANNm's 

Sankarder 
Vaishnavism 

worships 

Krishna. 

Radha-Krishna 

otal 

dedcation 

faith 

(V
ishnu) 

Sankaradeva 

hegan 

Naam 

Ghars 

to 

one's tana 
devotonaldiscourses 
Sankaradeva's 

Vaishnavism
 

Eksarana 

Nam Vishnu 
and 

Narasingha. 

Assamese 

Vaishnavas 

as 

Rama, 

Krisha, V
'shnu's 

Neo 

Vaishnavism 

prioritised 

devotion 
Sth 

incarnation, 

1 
and 

rejected 

iy.atrold 

Monotheist. 

Maaiha 
dea, 

his closest 

disciple 
and 

Poet. 

M
ajuli. 

was 
at successor, 

spiritual naN 

WTigh. 
poet, 

and 

musician 

Assam. 

in 
dharma 

Naam 

spread 

M
adhavadeva 

Histoats 
claim 

Srimanta 

Sankardeva: 

promoted 

spiritual 

movement 

Bhakti 
his 

and 

qualhiy 
and, 
human 

dignity 

regardless 

taught 

It or of birth 

social 

background. 

brthertood, 
and 

rejected 

Tantric 

and 

practises 
like 

animal 
and 

human 

sacrifice 

Sankaradeva 

prom
oted 

marriage. 

Homeowner. 

inchusive 
SOCiety. 

Sankardeva 
and 

in Neo-Viashnavism
-Sankardeva 

was 
born Bhuyas. 

landowner 

the 

mid-ht51 
century 
to 

Kayastha a man 

comes 
to 

When 
God 

cho0ses 

someone 
to 

bless, 
he 

may 

take 

away 

their 

material possessions. 
.Tukaram, 
the 

17th 

century 

Maharashtrain 
saint 

says, 

no 

Ghar). 

There 
is 



B
h

a
k

ri 

is At 

ratnavali. 
around 
it. 

There 
are 
no 

marriedKavaliva. 

custom
ers. 

During Sankardeva 
spread 
his 

message 
of 

monks 
servant. 

the 

Aryavarta's 

periphery. 

Because 
of its 

location 
on 

A
ssam

 
h

as 
a less 

stringent 

caste 

structure 
than 
its neighbouring 

states. 

While 

Sankardeva 

show
n 

the 

"Bhakti' 

other 

bravery, 

remarkable 

saints 

backlash 
for 
this 

radical 

move. 

that 
the 

Bhakti 

saints 
in 

general 
had 
a very 

high 

regard 
of the 

Brahmins. 

"Pujiya 

Bipra 
Shil 

Guna 

Hina, Shudra 
na 

Guna 

Gyan 

Pravin" 

(Hindi) 

Ramcharitmanas, 
Aryankand) 

(It's 
OK 
to 

revere 
a characterless 

Brahm
in, 

but 
not 
a knowledgeable 

Shudra) 

(Translation 
by 
author). 

But 
as M

adhabdeva 

points 
out, 
the 

Bhakti 

saints 

didn't 

accept 

caste-based 

discrim
ination 

when 
it came 
to 

religion. 

"The 

im
purest 

of all 

castes 

attains 

salvation, 

W
ith 

but 
the 

utterance 
of 

lord 

Ram
a's 

nam
e."5 

That's 

quite 

close 
to 

what 

Ram
ananda 

taught 
in 

Northern 

India., 
"Jat 
Pat na 

Puche 
Koi Hari 

Ko 

Bhaje 
so 

Hari 
Ka 
Hor" 

(Hindi) 

(Anyone 
who 

worships 

Hari, 

regardless 
of caste, 
will 
be welcomed 
by Hari.) 

(Translation 
by 
author) 

W
hen 

it cam
e 

to 

fighting 

prejudice, 

Bhakti 

sants 

didn't 

bother. 
The 

logical 

mind 

finds 

Bhakti's 

practise 
of caste 

equality 

unsettling 
and 

tends 
to 
see 

thoseoT 

the 

lower 

caste 
as socially 

inferior. 

Many 

members 
of India's 

subjugated 

lower 

castes 

abandoned 

Hinduism 
for 

Buddhism, 

Islam
, 

and 

Christianity 

during 
the course 

of Indian 

history. 

There 

were 
a lot 
of gifted 
but 

wavering 

reform
ers 

am
ong 

the 

Bhakti 

sanmb. 
ISSN 
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some"Satras."the"K 
irtan 

Ghar' 

separated 

from 

ther 
m

ain 
tem

ples 

for br an 

altar 

with 
statues, 
This 

"K
irtan 

Ghar 

has 

room
s 

"Satra" 

follow
ers 

l 

the 
dav. 
the 

"Satra" 
only 
lets 
in female 

N
o 

w
ay 

are 
they Dasya-Bhakti 

across 
As 

sS
am

. 
The 

relationshin 

between 
the 

devotee 
and 
God 
in 

"tihakBa-asyD"is 
one 
of 
r m

aster 
an

d
 Neo-Viashnavism 
and 

Caste 

System
: 

The 

caste 

system
 

i
s
 

v
e
ry

 

discriminatorv 

Sankardeva 

on and 

has 

wreaked 

havoc 

Indian 

culture. 
selected 

several 
non-Brahmins 

he som
e 

of as 

head 

ofthe 

"Satras," 
yet 

apparently 
faced 
no 

throughout 
nation 

did 
not. 

M
any 

of Brahm
ins 

praised 

not 
were 
w

ho 
those 

them
. 

even 
Brahm

ins, 

the 
excessivel. 

Tulsidasa. 

whose 

'Ram
chritm

anasa' 
had 

deep 

a im
pact 

on 
the 

North 

India, 

argues 



advantages 

suhopOnet 

Ihe 

disTmiiaiton 
harm

, 
yet 
they 

could 

Sankardeva, 

Kashi, 

was 

braver 
than 
his 

counterparts 
in other 

Brahmanism 

his 
am 

goal. 

Other 

things 

For 
centuries, 

s had 
been 
trapped 
in the 

caste 

system
, 

and 

equality 
during 

discrim
ination 

held 
the 

Brahmins 
in 

extremely 
high 

regard. -Bhakti 
ga 
ath 

sare, 

Jati 

*A 

Chandala 

who 

rem
em

bers 

God 

Devotion 
is 

everything 
and 

castes 
are 

irreverent) 

(Translation 
by author.) 

Sankardeva 
is even 

bolder 
to 
say 
in his 

'Dasam
a' The 

Bhakti 

saints 

may 

have 

been 

hesitant 
to 

disturb 
the 

powerful 

Brahmin 

lobby, 

despite 
their 

stated 

goal 
of ending 

birth-based 

prejudice. 

Brahmins 
took advantage 

of their 

position 
of trust 

with 
the 
king 
and 

queen 
to 
turn 
the 

aristocracy 

against 

Sankardeva 
and 
his 

disciples. 
He ran 

away 
from 

Ahom 
and 

ended 
up 
in 

Koc. 

M
adhabdeva's 

son-in-law
 

was 

executed, 
and 
he was 

thrown 
in 

prison 

along with 
his 

wife. 
It is hard 
to 

estim
ate 

how 
big 
of an 

influence 
the 

Brahmins 
may have 

had 
in the 

northeastern 

Indian 

state 

ofA
ssam

 

since 
it is one 

ofthe 
only 

regions 

in the 

country 

where 

Brahminism 
is still 
a young 

religion 
and 
is surrounded 
by 

Satras 
and 

Namghars 

scattered 

over 
the 

Brahmaputra 

valley. 

Namghar, 
a 

rural 

temple 
like 

Satra. 
but 

smaller. 

Tribes 
and 

communities 

established 
a place 
to 

H
at-H
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since 
they 

were 

Hrahmins. 
A

 

didn't 
want 
to 

give 
up 

their Buddha 

spoke 
out 

forcefully 

against 
it. Kabir 

ofthe 
caste 

system, 

braveperson, 
like 
the 

Buddha, 
was 
not 
a m

em
ber 

of the 

Brahm
in 

Kabir,1 

deo 

nothing 
to 
stop 
it Large 

CaUSCd 
then,, sthat 

status 

of tlhe 

rich 
are 

diffcult 

forthem
 

to 

Achieve 

might 

weaken 
the: Bhakti 

leaders 

like 

iynesthw
ara 

and 

Tulsiasa 

could 

Axehrkdren 
of Brahmins ttho 

a 
ctions 

(know
n 

as "Chaturvarna"). 

They 

society 
without 

caste 

distinct 

the 

low
 

caste 

"K
ayastha" 

and 

operating 

aw
ay 

from 

born 
in 
the like unlike 

Tulsidasa, 
he 

nom
inated 

non-Brahm
ins 

as 

the 

nation. 

However, Satra 
heads. 

change 

ASsam's 

Hindu 

society's 

social 

custom
s. 

Not 

He also 

didn't complimented. 

Brahmins 

He 

preached 

Narayana 

Bhakti. The 
m

anner. 

sam
e 

the 
lived 

movement's 

hut 
vutside, 

"Bhakti" 

dichotom
y 

of 
they 

maintained 
their 

In"Satras," 

upper 
and 

low
er 

castes 

mixed, 
birth-based 

dom
inanee 

no 
reformer, 

Hindus trom 
Buddha 

A
m

bedkar, 

was 
able 
to 

break 
the 

cycle. 

Things 

wasn't 
to 

B.R. uncommon 
leave 

it alone 

either. 
Still, 
they 

helped 

lessen 

for 

Bhakti 

saints 
to of discrimination 

lesser 
social 

status. 
Tulsidasa, 
like 

Gyaneshwara, 

i towards 
those 

thereafter 
is a major 
flaw. 
The 

Bhakti 
prayer 
and 

morement 
in 

is like 

this. 
It was 

more 

obvious 

elsewhere. 

Assam 
and 

others 
i 

aprm
an'--(M

arathi) 

(Gyneshwari 
Ch.IX) 

with 
heart 

and 
soul 

is superior 

to 
a Brahmin 

observing 

religious 
vow" 

non-Aryan, 

non-Brahminical 

tribes. 
Sant 

Eknatha 

ofM
aharashtra 

wrote 
a Marathi 

commentary 
on the 

Bahgavata's 

eleventh 

chapter 

during 

the 
Hindu 
Renaissance. 

Because 
of this 

restriction, 
he 
had 
to 

provide 
an 

explanation 
in Kashi.The 
son 
ofa Sanskrit 

Pundit 

rebelled 
as well. 
It is im

portant 
to keep 
past 

events 
in 

context 
with the 

present. 



worship 

together 

These 

meetings 

R
eligion 

According 
to 

Madhavdeva, 

neo-Vaishnavism 
secks 
to 

unite 

tribes B
 

uttering 
O

 

Rama. 

Onc 

attains 

salvation 

including Shakta' 
was 
the 

prevailing 

religion, 
and 
it 

and 

terrible. 
was 
horrible the 

Nco-Vajshanvism`movement 
frecd 
the 

Brahm
irn 

The 

Miris. 
the 

Ahoms 
and 
the 

Kacharis. 

than 
the 

complex 

ceremonies 
of the 

Shakta' 
and 

orthodox 

Brahmins 

Neo-Vaish 

navism 
and 

W
omen: 

Discrimination: 

halfthe 

population 
against 

constantly 
wom

en 

discriminated 

against 

women. 

W
omen 

are 

barred 

from
 

the 

"Kirtan 

G
hari *The 

dire 

illusions 

created 
by 

women-the 

most 

hideous 
of all 

illusione" 

Viashnavism. 
They 

cannot 

become 

'Kavaliya' 

w
om

en. 

against 

discrim
inate 

They 
may 

Bhakti 

have 

overemphasised 

women's 

sexuality 
to 

distract 

males 

and 

deepen 
ties 
to thi 

realm
. 

Religion 

tends 
to 

isolate 
us. Buddha 

was 

more 

fem
inist 

than 

Bhakti 

saints. 
He 

originally 

hesitated. 
hut subsequently 

welcomed 

women 
as Buddhist 

"Bhikuni" 

(w
om

en 

monks) 
in 
the Buddhist 

Sangha". 
This 

backfired. 

Young 

unmarried 

boys 
and 
girls 

living 

together 

in 
the 

"Sangha" 

(m
onastery) 

degraded 

m
orality 

and 

weakened 

Buddhism. 

However, 

creating 
a separate 

residence 
for 

wom
en 

monks 
or permitting 

them to 

access 
the 

"K
irtan 

G
har" 

during 
a certain 

tim
e 

was 

not 

considered. 

Daytim
e 

ladies 

visited 
the 

"Satras." 

W
omen 

becom
ing 

monks 
is also 

risky. Traveling 

monks 

feared 

w
om

en's 

violence. 

N
early 

500 

years 

ago, 

Kanaklata, 

Sankardeva's 

grand-daughter-in-law
, 

managed 
the 

"Satras 

against 

prejudice. 

The 

"Bhakti 

M
ovement" 

helped 

wom
en 

in
 

various 

sections 
of the 

nation 

express 

their 

creativity 
and 

spirituality. 
I haven't 

found 
any 

Assam 

wom
en 

Bhakti 

poetess 
in 
my 

reading. 

N
eo-V

aishnavism
 

opposed 

celibacy. 

Shankardeva 

m
arried 

tw
ice. 

His 

student 

M
adhavadeva, 

who 

prom
oted 

Neo Vaishnavism, 
was 

celibate. 
He 

also 

didn't 

prom
ote 

singlehood. 

absorption 
and 

churning 

preserves 
the 

t 

Lim
itations 

of N
eo-V

iashnavism
: 

H
induism

 

follow
s 

no 
one 

text 
or seto 

beliefs. 

Variations 

abound. 

A
ssim

ilation 
is 

ongoing. 
It has 

pros 
and 

cons. 
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untes 

fostered 

Varshnava 

identity 

priest: 

people 
from 
the 

his 

costlv. 

time-consuming 

rituals. 
The 

new
 

A
 

rituals 

based 

people 
of 

ssam 

created 

These 

practises 
were 

more 

accessible 

and 
less 

costty 

to 
thc 

general 

population: 

on 

worshipping 
at 

to
 

of N
arayana 

so
n

g
s 

praise 

a 

"Satra 
or 

"Namghar" 
and 

singing 

suffered 

prevents 

social 

peace. 
In 

male-dominated 

M
en 

culture, 

i considered 

womena 

distraction 
from 

spirituality. 

is usually 

sim
ple. 

Blam
ing 

others 

other 

Bhakti 

Scapegoats 
are 

usually 

weak 

protesters. 

saints 
S

ankardeva 
and 

says, 

i.e., 

monk. 

Sankardeva 

Movement 
and 

Hinduism 

Humanistically, 

excluding 

halfthe 

people 
for 
the 

other 

halfis 

wrong. 
But 

Buddha's 

experim
ent 

and 

"Shakta" 

tantric 

rituals 

involving 

wom
en 

may 

have 

shaped 

Bhakti saints' 

view
s 

on 

w
om

en. 

T
hey 

felt 

m
ales 

should 

stay 

aw
ay 

from
 

w
om

en. 

life 
was dangerous. 

Satra 

rites 

must 

attract 
few

 
ladies. 

also 

satisties 

finest 
as 

society 

advances. 



major 
mystery 

it cvolved 

over 

1aricd, 

inclinations. 
How 
can 

all 

deities 
but 

N
arayana, 

his 

stance 

cutnes 
off 
as Sankardeva's 

death, 

M
adhavadeva 

took 

control 
of 

But 
Neo-

did 
not 

the 
worship 
of: viclding 

Following 

to be 

oppo0sed 
to 

Narma 

the 
Neo-

.Vaishnavite 

movement. 
hís 

heing 
uny. 

"Those 
vile 
and 
1 

Ghosha,'" 
Madhavadeva 
wrote: 

The 

crowned 
head 

with 

To 

compare 
Thee, 

Krsna 

It's 
possible 

Sankardeva 

initially 

brought 

This 

conservatism 

N
eo-V

iashnavism
 

N
 

Suffer 
in 

hell'" 
Sankardeva 

taught 

M
uslim

s 

and 

tribals. 

These 

situations 

support 

nation 

Lvilding. 

Neo-Vaishnavism 
has 

failed 
to 

change 

North 
East 
Hili 

culture 
and 

religion. 

t remained 
in 

Brahmaputra 

valley 

lowlands. 

Tantrik 

superstition 

accompanied 

animism. 

Plains 

tribalism
 

persisted. 

Even 
the 

common 

people 

worship 
the 

Shakta 

goddess 

"Kamkhya" 
and 

many 

other 

Gods 
in 

Assam. 

integration. 
British 

m
ovem

ent 

lim
itations 

in 
the 

N
orth 

East 
of India 

widened 
the 

hill plain 

divide. 

They 

wanted 
hill 

people 

untouched 
by anti-British 

independence. 

Christianizing 

tribes 

expanded 
the 

hill-plain 

divide. 

Political 
and 

econom
ic 

considerations 

shaped 

post-Independence 

society. 

Over 
this 

split, 

Assam's 

Bodos, 

Dimasas, 

Karbis, 
and 

others 

fight 

non-tribals 

and 

each 

other. 

Religion 

divides 

India 
yet 

does 
not 

generate 

violence. 

Bhakti 
literature 
em

braces 

fatalism
 

and 

escapism
. 

God 

governs 

everything 

and 

hum
an 

effort 
is 

w
orthless. 

T
Í
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m
illennia 

accepts 

varied 

arnd 
since 

opposing 
perspectives 
thinkers 

went 
through 

this 

p
rc

e
s 

of 
looking 

hack 

arvi 
Our 
t 

thinking 
about 

themselves 
cam

e 
to 
the 

conclusion 

that. 

and "Ekam 
Sat 

Vipra. 

Bahudha 

Vadanat" 
one 
w

orldyiew
 

atinfy 
everyT

E
 

w
hen 

we 

ate dilterent 

pegeneTalion 
ocCurs 
when 

m
ultiple 

bad 

habits 
are 

aopted 

H
ishsism

' 

spread 

these 

principles, 
which 

iight 

have 
V

aishnavism
 

(Truth 
i.c. 

God 

the 

learned 
call 

it by 
the 

different 

natnes) 

is only 
is. onc 
but 

hrought 
together 
the 

schools 

of thought 

and 
practises. 
As 

Sankardeva 

seem
s 

many 

devotional 

poetry 

collection, 
In 

foolish 
person 
who 
try 

Gods, 

other 
all 

i of (Gods, his 

new
 

religion 
to 
that 
when Assam. 

he 

took 

considerable 

pains 
stop 
to 

spread 
the 

of"Tantrism
" 

and"Shakta" 

So 
that 

Viashnavism 

't 

take 

hold. 
He 

had 

just 

one 

deity 
in m

ind, 

and 
that 

w
ouldn was 

Narayana. 
a K

ali 

M
adhavdeva 

excommunicated 

devotee. 

from
 

to 
expanding 
stopped 

North 
East India 

's 

mountains. 

ethnic, 
and 

socio-cultural 

obstacles 

prevented 

Geographical, 

North-East 
Indian 

tribes 
are 

em
phasising 

their 

identity. 

They 

reject 

Hinduism 

despite 
its 

effect. 

They 

either 

em
brace 

western 

m
anners 

and 

costum
es 

or revert 
to pre-Neo-Viashnavism, 

pre-H
induism

 

habits 
to 

express 
their 

uniqueness. They're 

good 

and 

bad. 
It 

reduces 

m
onotony. 

Meekness 

also 

affects 

productivity. 

Neo-Vaishnavism
 

stream
lined 

and 

less oeniy 

practised 

superstitious 

ceremonies, 

unlike 
the 

Bhakti 

movement. 



S
E

s 
in 

Bhakt 

iterature 

might 

provide 

temporary 

solace 
to 
an 

w
hich 

n preached 

unwavering 
faith 

Naravana 

mnay 
Ve 

iashnavism
 

gains 

(Name 
of the 

Rama 
on 
the 
lips, 
but 

dagger 

hidden 
in 
the 

armpit) The 

idea 
also 
does 
not 

stand 
the 

scrutiny 
of 

rationality. 

Bagal 
me 
Churi 

Hindi. "M
uh 

me 
Rem 

the 
old 

adage 

savs 
in 

discrim
ination 

degeneration 

remain 

despite 
their 

eftorts. 

Should 
we 
say 

they 

failed? I a 

It mav 
be difticult 
to 

answer 
this. 

Philosophy, 

culture, 
and 

philosopher, 
said. 

"Knowledge 
must 
be 

disclosed 

over 

long 

continuous 

periods 

Our 

descendants 
will 
be 

am
azed 

that 
we didn't 

know
 

apparent 

stuff. 
9 

Like 
the 

speeches 
of Shankardeva, 

Gyneshwara, 

Kabir, 

Vivekananda. 
and M

ahtma 

Gandhi. 
this 
one 

will 
go 
a long 

way 

tow
ard 

advancing 
the 

progress 
of 

civilisation. 
This 
is a baby 
step 
as society 

evolves 

from
 

the 

physical 
to 
the 

mental to 
the 

philosophical 
to the Assam 

and 

India's 

socio-cultural 

standing 

im
proved 

due 
to 

Bhakti 

saints' 

religious 
By sim

plifying 
and 

purifying 

their 

lives, 

Bhakti 

saints 

sought 
to 

generate 

Religion 
in 

school 
and 

college 

curricula 
is tough 
in 

pluralistic 

India. 

We're raising 

spiritually 

underdeveloped 

generations. 

Corruption 
and 

values 

crises 
may arise. 

Bhakti 

saints'w
orshipper 

aim
s 

are 

show
n 

in 
the 

Bhagavata's 

"U
ddhava 

Gita." 

From 

Chapter 
II of the 

Uddhava 

Gita: 

"L
ike 

water, 

the 

sage 

cleanses 

everything 
by being 
seen, 

touched, 
and 

loved 
by them

; 
it is pure; 
it is appealing 
by nature; 

it is 

pleasant, 
and 
it is a source 
of giving 

holiness 
to 

others." 

Bhakti 

Saints 

placed 
a higher 

value 
on 

morality 

than 
on 

political 

change. 

In a pluralist 

civilization 
with 

expanding 

globalisation, 
one 

religion 
may 

ot satisfy 

humanity's 

spiritual 

requirem
ents. 

That 
will 
fail 
and 
raise 

controversy. 

owever, 

interfaith 

dialogue 

should 

reach 
the 

D
alai 

Lam
a's 

"core"-love 
and 

m
passion. 
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offender. 
.th

ey
 

in
 Can 

siso 

foster 
the 

elietthat 
one 
can 
do 

anvthing. 
good 
or 

terrible, 
th

e 

nam
e 

of 

aryal 
R

hagavata 

descrihe 

m
Aden 

to 

kogie 

Saints 

overemphasised 
Bhakti 
The 

Aam
il 

Madhaheva's 

Bhakti 

Ratnavali" 

recounted 
{Ch 
5) B

rahm
in 

R
rahm

in 

Aiamil 

alegom
m

ited 
every 

sin. 
As 
he 

N
arayana 

N
arvana 

died, 
he 

called ran 

himn 

reiting 

God's 

nam
e 

out 

loud 

satisfy 

God> 

W
hile 

suck 

D
s
 

tre
 

just 

Ih
is 

traction, 
it 

might 
lead 

individuals 
to 
: act 

hypocritically. 
as G

 
theorn 

Conclusion: 

Assam's 

Bhakti 

movement 

fought 

religious 

Superstiitonss 

against 

low
er 

classes. 

Prejudice 
and 

unfairness 

continue. 

and 

st-century 

deveiop 

slowiy. 

Mindsets 

evolve 

throughout 
tim

e. 

Seneca, 

Roman 
civilization 

spiritual. sim
plification. 

They 

prevent 

conflict 
and 

divisiveness. 

tranquilly. 

Peaceful 

societies 

com
e 

from
 

harm
onious 

individuals. 

Purifying 
our inner 

anguish 

will 

elim
inate 

our 

outside 

disturbance. 
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